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“EXPERIENCE MATTERS”


April 29, 2026
Dear Members,
To all who took the time to contribute and travel to DC - A very sincere THANK YOU! 

You took time out of your busy schedules to come to DC for a meeting with Senator Graham that we hoped would be productive and enlightening. We were just as frustrated and disappointed at his absence as you were.

Although we discussed this during the lunch, we wanted to review how and why the meeting was cancelled. When one party controls both chambers of Congress (House/Senate) and the White House, they apply a process called reconciliation. Reconciliation allows bills to pass the Senate with a simple majority, rather than the 60 votes typically required. 

Last week, the Senate drafted and passed a reconciliation bill, and Senator Graham, as Chair of the Budget Committee, has a lead role. This process resulted in a series of all-night votes Wednesday night, and into the early hours of Thursday.  The Senate left town for recess, and so did Senator Graham. We did not get to meet with Senator Graham; however, LEPF leadership had two full days of highly productive Hill meetings.  We attended 15 very substantial bi-partisan meetings, over two days, with congressional leaders in both chambers of Congress.

In Hill meetings, raise-the-age leaders assured us their commitment to our advocacy, among them Senators Blackburn, Cruz, and Kelly. We briefed offices on the connection between forced retirement and military readiness. We also reminded offices that this law is ageist discrimination, in addition to the experience gap. 

On Friday, Senator Graham's staff shared they would have an update "by next Friday". We are standing by this week. 

We met with Senate Commerce Committee Ranking Member Maria Cantwell. LEPF has met with Senator Cantwell many times over the last few years on this issue. Senator Cantwell understands the U.S. needs to be the international leader in aviation and is open to working with LEPF. We are setting up a follow up meeting with her staff to discuss ICAO and raising the age. 

We will update you on any news we receive by this week’s end.

Thank you for your continued support.
The burden of proof should be on the agencies that restrict the pilot license privileges at a certain age, to justify why they do so, because EXPERIENCE MATTERS!
In Unity,
Let Experienced Pilots Fly

